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\Vheeling as well. He enjoys the high
-est esteem and respect of his fellow citi
zens, because of his undisputed integ
rity, upright character, splendid charity 
and lifelong fair dealing with all men. 
'On account of failing health he retired 
from active business in 1899, his sons, 
\\'iIIiam, Louis, Charles and Frederick, 
-succeeding him. 

W. W. WHYTE. 

\Y. W. WHYTE. ex-sheriff of 
McDowell County, West Virginia, a 
prominent citizen of \Yelch, and a 
leading politician 111 the southern 
portion of the State, was born in 

Amelia County, Virginia, in 1860, and 
came to West Virginia in 1888. 

Prior to coming to West Virginia, 
Mr. Whyte filled a number of clerical 
positions connected with railroad 
work and in other lines. He was one 
of the early coal operators in the 
Pocahontas Flat-Top field, and was 
connected with the Houston Coal & 
Coke Company until 1896, when he 
was elected sherriff. Since 1892 he has 
served as chairman of the Republican 
party organization in the county, and 
has been a powerful factor in the po
litical situation. His father was an 
old line Whig and with his earliest 
breath our subject imbibed Republi
can doctrines. In IC)OO :\lcDowell 
County gave the late President :\Ic
Kinley a majority of O\'er 2,500 vote., 
out of a total of less than 5.000, a re
sult maidy attr;buted to tl:e excelient 
management of ~t r. "'hyte. Since 
:\larch. 1900. he has been a member of 
the board of directors of the \Yest 
Virginia Penitentiary at :\lounds\·iIIe. 
:\Ir. \Vhyte is very prominent also in 
fraternal circles and is one of the lead
ing Masons in the county, belonging 
to the blue lodge at \Velch; the chapter 
at Bramwell; h'anhoe Commandry, 
Ko. 10, K. T., at Bramwell; and 
Beni-Kedem Tenlple :\. A. O. X. ~1. 

S., at Charleston. 
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WILLIS S. MICHAEL. M. D. 

WILLIS S. ~IICH.\EL. ~L D .. 
a practicing physician of IIendricks, 
Tucker County. \Yest Yirginia, whose 
profe~sional skill has gained him the 
confidence and patronage of the res
idents of the town, was born in 1868 
in Preston County. \Vest Virginia, 
and is a son of Dr. John F. and Annie 
pleyers) ~Iichael, both of whom were 
also natives of Preston County. 

Dr. John F. ~Iichael has been a 
prominent physician of Preston Coun
ty for 28 years. and for 20 years has 
heen a memher of the pension exam
ining hoard. He saw service during 
the Civil War. enlisting in 1863 in 
the l·nion .-\rmy. in the 3rd Reg .. 
West Virginia Yol. Inf., and renlain-

1I1g 111 the ranks until the cessation 
of hostilities. In politics he is iden
tified with the Republican party. He 
holds fraternal relations with the ~Ia
sons. Odd Fellows and Knights of 
Pythias. Both he and his wife belong 
to the ~rethodist Church. They reared 
a family of nine sons. 

Dr. Willis S. ~Iichaels was edu
cated in the common schools and the 
State Xormal School at Huntington. 
For four years he taught school dur
ing the winter months and then began 
to read medicine, with his father. 
Two years later he was prepared for 
college. and in 1&)0 entered the Col
lege of Physicians and Surgeons, Bal
timore. ~Iaryland. where he was grad
nated in 1893. He hegan practice 
at Hendricks. where he is still located. 
and where he has become one of the 
much esteemed citizens. He has been 
physician and surgeon for the Dry 
Fork Railroad Company at Hen
dricks, \Yest Virginia, for the past 
nme years. He belongs to the \Vest 
Virginia State ~redical Association. 
In 1 &) [-92 he sen-ed on t he pension 
examining board. 

Tn I&>4 Dr. ~fichaels was married 
to Lena Roy, who was horn in 1877 
in Randolph Coullty. West Yirginia. 
Two children ha\'e heen horn to this 
marriage. The Doctor and his wife 



MEN OF WEST VIRGINIA 

belong to the ~Iethodist Church. Fra
ternally he is a Knight of Pythias, 
and. politically, a Republican. 

ROBERT EMMET HUOHES. 

HOX. ROBERT E :\1 ~1 E T 
Hl·(;HES. member of the \Vest 
Virginia I louse of Delegates from 
Ripley. Jackson County, and one of 
the prominent memhers of the State 
har. was horn April 12, 1867, in 
Summerfield. X oble County, Ohio. 
He is a son of Re\·. Rohert JJ amiltol1 
and Elmira ( Grizzle) Hughes, the 
former of wholll was a son of Fran
cis Hughes. who was horn :'olay 30. 
1~12. of \\"elsh descent and locate!) 
in Belmont County. Ohio. (;ran<!-

mother Hughes, fomleriy Xancy 
Howell, was a niece of Gen. Anthony 
\Vayne. Our subject'li mother was a 
daughter of Thomas Grizzle and his 
wife, who was a Hamilton. 

Rev. Robert Hamilton Hughes was 
a minister of the Methodist Church. 

The education of Robert E. Hughes 
was secured in the common schools 
of \\' est Virginia, supplemented with 
two terms at the Ohio Cni"ersity at 
Columbus. After a comprehensive 
study of the law, followed by his ad-

I mission to the bar, he began practice 
I in Charle..<lton, West Virginia, on 
I January I, 1897. In August. 1901, 

he removed to Ripley, Jackson Coun
ty, where he has continued e,'er since. 
and which county since 1902 he ha,; 
represented in the Legislature. ~lr. 

Hughes had previously been a memher 
of the Legislature, ha"ing been elected 
to the House of Delegates in 1 ~96, 

from Kanawha County. He has heen 

an acti"e yet consen'ati"e member of 
the House, and is generally conceded 
to he one of its best speakers. He 
showed his power as an adnx:ate on 
the floor of the House, in the speech 
he made on the reconsideration of the 
famous .. Hinton Charter Bill," which 
had heen decisively defeated. on its 
second reading. The unanswerahle 
speech he made in behalf of the people 

J 
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patients and of his fellow citizens in 
general. He has mastered his profes
sion in a manner that has brought him 
prominence in the community and well 
deserved success. During his residence 
in Cincinnati, he gained through a com
petitive examination the Bartholow 
prize. He is a member of the "Vest 
Yirginia l\ledical Society, and an hon
orary member of the ~Jassachusetts 

:\Iedical Society. Fraternally, he has 
been a member of Triadelphia Lodge, 
Xo. 49, I. O. O. F., for 19 years, has 
passed through the different chairs, and 
upon two occasions was sent as a rep
resentative to the Grand Lodge. 

Dr. Carter was married, in 1885. 
to Harriet \\' ebb, a daughter of Dr. 
J. W. and Mary (Shumate) Webb. 
Dr. \\'ebb, who was a minister of the 
Gospel for more than 50 years, and who 
died at the age of 70 years, was a noted 
:'Iethodist Episcopal minister of \Vest 
Yirginia, and was presiding elder for 
many years. Dr. and l'Irs. Carter have 
one child, a daughter Grace, who was 
born in September, 1888. They are 
members of the Stone Presbyterian 
Church. In 1898, the Doctor built a 
lo-room house, of two and a half 
stories: it is equipped in modem style, 
has a private water system, gas heaters 
in each room, and is the best residence 
in Triadelphia. 

LOUIS E. McWHORTER. 

LOUIS E. ::\lcWHORTER, a 
leading attorney and a prominent and 
influential citizen of Charleston, \\'est 
Virginia, was born Xovember 30, 
ISS6, at Spencer, Roane County, ,"ir
ginia, now West Virginia. He is a 
son of Judge J. ::\1. ::\lcWhorter, a 
prominent citizen of Lewisburg, Green
brier County. His mother bore the 
maiden name of Julia A, Stalnaker. 

Judge J. ::\1. ::\Ic Whorter was the 
first Auditor of the new State of \ \. est 
Virginia and filled the office from 
::\Iarch 4, 1865, to ::\Iarch 3, 186<). 
lIe was a son of Dr. Fields ::\lcWhor
ter, an old resident of Lewis County, 
Yirginia, now \Vest Virginia, where 
he was born _-\pril 30, 1828. \\'hile 
yet a young man, Judge ::\lc\\-horter 
rel11O\"ed to Roane County and from 
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-early In 1899. Later his office was 
changed to that of general superintend
ent of the National Steel Company in 
the Wheeling district. He has been a 
<Ii rector for many years in the Bellaire 
Steel Company, and when the National 
Steel Company was organized was 
elected a director in that company. He 
has since been re-elected, and is a mem
her of the ooard of directors in each 
company at the present time. 

)Ir. Carter was united in marriage, 
XO\'cmher 2, 1887, with Gertrude E. 
Caldwell. who was oorn in Philadel
phia. and reared and married in \Vheel
ing. She is a daughter of Hon. A. 
Bolton Caldwell, who was the first At
torney General of West Virginia. The 
latter ,,'as a son of Joseph Caldwell, 
whose estate and residence were where 
the lower part of \Vheeling is, to a 
large extent, now built. He was for 
many years president of the Merchants' 
& ~[echanics' Bank of Wheeling. and 
was one of the suhstantial early resi
dents of the city. Joseph Caldwell was 
a son of James Caldwell, who settled 
in \\'heeling in 1772. and was one of 
the first judges of Ohio County. The 
mother of :\Irs. Carter is :\Iatilda 
(Xewman) Caldwell, a llati\'e of Lou
isiana. and now a resident of \Vheeling. 

.\Ifred B. Carter and his wife ha\'e 
two children.-Gertrude I. and Alfred 

B. Religiously, they are attendants of 
St. ~Iatthew's Protestant Episcopal 
Church. :\Ir. Carter is one of the most 
acth'e and enterprising citizens of 
Wheeling. He has been identified with 
many enterprises calculated to benefit 
and imprO\'e the city, and his energy 
and business sagacity are well known 
in se\'eraI States. He is a member of 
the Board of Trade of Wheeling. 

ANDREW JACKSON STEPHENSON. 

.\ X DR E W J :\CKSOX STE
PHEXSOX.--Probahly no citizen of 
Clay County, \Vest Virginia. stands 
higher in public estimation than does 
_ \ndrew Jackson Stephenson, who for 
3 I years has been the efficient clerk of 
the Circuit and County courts. :\fr. 
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HO:"!. JOHN W. BLIZZARD. 

HOX. JOHX W. BLIZZARD, 
member oi the \Vest Virginia House 
of Delegates from Fayette County, 
\Vest Virginia, and one of the intelli
gent and broad-minded citizens of Nut
tallburg. was born in IR.p in Nicho
las County, Virginia, now \Vest Vir
ginia. being of Scotch-Irish and Eng
lish descent. He is a son of James amI 
Nancy C. D1izzanl, and grandson of 
Frederick and ~[ary (CampbelI) Bliz
zanl. The great-grandfather of ~Ir. 

Blizzard was born in Scotland, and 
immigrated to Yirginia prior to the 
Re\'olutionary \\'ar in which he took 
an active part. 

Fre(lerick Blizzard. who was a na
tive of Pendleton. Yirginia. now \Vest 
Virginia. took part in the \Var of 
1 RI2. _\lthough the family has ne\'er 

members have all been most highly 
respected people and worthy members 
of society. 

James Blizzard, the father of John 
\V. Blizzard was born in what is now 
West Virginia. Our subject's mother, 
who was a native of Greenbrier Coun
ty, Virginia, now West Virginia, died 
June 9, 1858, seven children sun'i\'ing 
her decease. James Blizzard married 
a second time, and was the father of 
a large family of children. His death 
occurred in 1888, and his widow re
sides in Calhoun County, with three 
of her children. 

John \\T. HIizzard was the fourth 
member of a family of 12 children born 
to his parents and one of the seven sur
\'h'ors at the death of his mother. He 
received his education in the common 
schools at Preston and the Olin In
stitute at Blacksburg. Since 16 years 
of age, he has practically made his 
own way in the world, being engaged 
for a considerable period on construc
tion work for the Chesapeake & Ohio 

Railway, and then farming for three 
years. For 21 years ~Ir. Blizzard en
gaged in mining, but later purchased 
a small farm upon which he has made 

many imprO\'emel1ts and where he has 
a very pleasant, attracti\'e home. 

~J r. llIizzard was married :\Iarch 
heen note(1 for worldly wt:alth, its 4-, 1875. and has a family of three sons 
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and three daughters, two of the daugh
ters and one son being married. He 
has always been more or less active in 
politics, but only in late years has con
sented to accept office. In 1902 he 
was elected a member of the \Yest Vir
ginia House of Delegates and has per
formed the duties incident to the office 
with an eye single to the welfare of 
his section. He has always taken a 
deep interest in the laboring classes 
and belongs to the Cnite(l :\Iine \\"ork
~rs of :\merica. ~Ir. Blizzard and 
family belong to the :\Iethodist Church. 

28. 1865, in Kanawha County, West 
Virginia, and is a son of Charles Cam
eron and Elizabeth (Wilson) Lewis. 

The Lewis family has long been 
one of prominence. and of both social 
and commercial integrity in this sec
tion of the country for many years. 
The founder of the family in Virginia 
was John Lewis. a son of An(lrew anu 
:\lary (Calhoun) Lewis. who was horn 
in 1678. in County Donegal, province 
of l·lster. Ireland. and died in Virginia 
111 1762. Pre,·ious to settling in 
.\ugusta County. Virginia. he lived in 
Pennsyh'ania where he awaited the 

I coming of his family. It is said that 
the family was of French Huguenot 
,,~ock, dri,'en frol11 France to Ireland 
by religious persecutions. Other au
thorities. with probably more reason, 
assign it \\' elsh derivation. Although 
born in Ireland John Lewis was euu
cated in Scotland and was a man of it'
Auence. He possessed by inheritance 
a handsome estate in I reland and also 
leased "aluable property contiguous to 

his own. In 1732. with others he 
COL. CHARLES CAMERON LEWIS. JR came to :\merica and settled upon a 

COL. CH.\RLES C.\~IERO:\ grant of 40.000 acres of land which 
LEWIS, JR .. of the firm of Lewis, had been obtained by Isaac \"an :\Ieter 
Hubbard & Company. one of the larg- and his brother by warrant from the 
est wholcsal:! IIJuses in the grocery line G(wernor of Virginia. John Lewis 
in \\'est Virginia. and a leading con- was the first white settler in .\ugusta 
'Cern of Ch;>.rkston. was born August County. and founde(1 the town of 
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is a Republican in politics, but is no 
politician. He is a progressh'e and 
honorable business man and enjoys a 
large measure of the public esteem. 

HON. W. R. BENNETT. 

HOX. W. R BEXXETT, judge 
of the Criminal (""t\urt of Fayette 
County, We:~t Virginia, and one of the 
mo~t prominent citizens of :\Iontgom
ery. was born in Fayette County. 
August i. IR(,4. He is a son of 
Thomas and :\Iary D. (Ryan) Ben
nett. the former of whom resicles 111 

Xisholas County anti the latter of 
whom died in I R<J9. 

The Bennett family is an old estab
lished one of Virginia, an(1 there the 
grandfather. Elijah Bennett. was born. 

He was one of the very early settlers 
in the western part of Old Dominion, 
no\\' included in \Vest Virginia, and 
die!1 in Greenhrier County when his 
son Thomas was a boy. 

Thomas Bennett was born 10 

Greenbrier County and removed to 
Fayette County when ahout .~o years 
olel. There he marriecl )Iary D. 
Ryan. who was a c1aughter of Co\. 
William W. and Sally (Hundley) 
Ryan. both of whom were natives of 
_ \Ihenllarle County. Virginia. Early 
in the "thirties." Colonel Ryan ami his 
family started to move to Ohio, but 
after cn )~sing the mountains they 
found such pleasant locations in Fay
ette County, that they decidecl to re
main there. Consecluently Colonel 
Ryan bought a farm of 100 acres in 
the woods, near the Gauley River. 
There he huilt his house, worked in 
the summers on his land and taught 
the country school in the winters and 
became a successful and well known 
man. He was a great student and 
very familiar with the Bible. Both he 
and his wife were very consistant mem
hers of the :\Iethoclist Church, people 
aclmirable Jt1 life and character. 
Colonel Ryan diecl at the age of 85 
and his wi fe a short time before, aged 
Rt years, hoth in Clay County. Only 
one of their family of 10 children still 
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to ~Iontgomery 10 years ago, he was 
called upon to pit his legal ability 
against old and tried jurists,-gradu
ales of law universities. It has yet 
to be discO\'ered when he was e\'er 
fouml lacking either in knowledge or 
judgment, When he ga\'e up his 
private practice for the bench, it wa" 
bringing him an income of $3.000 per 
year. His course has met with general 
approval and it is safe to pre(lict that 
higher honors a wait Judge Bennett. 
Fraternally he helongs to the Improved 
Order of Red ~ren, Religiously he is 
a ~reth()dist. 

C. H. TURNER. JR. 

C. II. Tl'RXER. JR., the junior 
member of the plumhing and steam
fitting business firm of C. H. Turner 

& Company, of Clarksburg, West Vir
ginia, was born in Parkersburg, \V ood 
County, \\'est Virginia, December 10 .. 

1874. He is a son of C. H. and ~Iar
garet (\\' iIliams) Turner. 

C. H. Turner, Sr., is of English 
descent and was born in Albany. Xew 
York. His wife was born at Defiance,. 
Ohio. The family comprises five 
children, viz.: George, of Clarksburg; 
Bertha, of Parkersburg; C. H., of 
this sketch; Coraline (~Irs. Charles 
~f organ.) of Parkersburg; and Cora, 
also of Parkersburg. 

C. H. Turner, Jr., was reared in 
Parkersburg. where his father has con
ducted a plumbing and steam-fitting 
husiness for the past 30 years. and was· 
educated in the public schools until the 
age of 16, when he entered Xotre 
Dame Cnh'ersity, Indiana, where he 
remained two years. In order to per
fect himself in mechanical engineer
ing. he then entered the Cni\'ersity of 
\\" est \'irginia, at ~rorgantown, and 
upon completing the course went back 
to Parkersburg in 1&)7. In 1900 he' 
remo\'ed to Clarksburg and from that 
point manages the husinessof the firm 
of C. H. Turner & Company. his 
father being the senior partner, and 
George Turner being bookkeeper. 
The business includes general contract
ing and plumhing and gas and steam-
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retired drug firm of Bullock & Cren
shaw, of Philadelphia. In 1882 he 

graduated from the Philadelphia Col

lege of Phamlacy, and followed the 
drug business until he took up the 

study of medicine. In the spring of 

1888 he graduated from Hahnemann 

Medical College of Philadelphia, set

tling in Parkersburg in the succeeding 
fall. There he has met with eminent 

success. He is a memher of the Inter

national Hahnemann Association of 
which he was elected vice-president at 

Niagara Falls and served in 18')8 at the 

meeting at Atlantic City, where he was 

elected for the next meeting. which 
will take place at Boston, ?o.lassachus

etts. in June, I<}03. He was urged for 
the presidency. but declined the honor. 
Dr. Boger is most highly regarded in 

the profession. and is a valued member 

of the West Virginia Homeopathic 
Society and has sen'e(l as its president: 

and of the Ohio Valley Homeopathic 

Society. 
l\f rs. Dr. Boger was formerly a 

Miss Forrester, who was born in \\"ash

ington C:ollnty. Pennsyh·ania. and five 

chil<1ren have been added to the family. 
three of whom attend school. The 

family residence is near DlIdleY'·ille. 

while the Doctor is professionally lo

cated at X(). 225 7th street. Parkers

burg. 

HON. C. W. MAY. 

HOX. C. W. ~L\ Y, President of 

the State Senate, and a prominent 

memher of the bar of Hamlin, Lincoln 

County, \\'est Virginia, was born in 

Lincoln County, July 14. 186<). He 
is a son of Jacob and Annie (Huff) 

~lay. hoth of whom are natives of 
Virginia. 

The e(lllcation of our subject was 

hegun in the common schools of Lin

coln (·ounty. After completing the 

c()urse. he taught school for se\'en 

years. and then entered the l'niversity 

of \\"est Virginia. from which he was 

g-raduated in 1894. In 1895 he began 
the practice of law and in the follow

ing year was elected prosecuting attor
ney of Lincoln County. a position 

which he most efficiently filled for a 

period of four years. 
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~Ir. May has always been an ar

dent supporter of the principles of th~ 
Republican party, and in 1900 that 
party elected him State Senator and re
turned him to the Senate in 1902. 

His executive ability, good judgment 
and impartial methods made him the 
successful candidate for President of 

the Senate in the session of 1903, a 
position he has filled with the dignity 
becoming to it. 

~Ir. !-oray is a member of Hamlin 
Lodge. Xo. 4, :\. F. & A. ~1.; Hamlin 
Lodge, 1. O. 0. F.; and Hamlin 
Lodge, Xo. 161, A. O. V. W. 

HON. JOHN Y. YORK. 

HO~. JOHX Y. YORK, a mem
ber of the State Senate of West Vir
ginia, from \Vayne County, is a promi-

nent citizen of Yorkville, where he has 
extensive business interests. He W"aS 

born in \Vayne County, Virginia, now 
West Virginia, September 24, 1846. 
and is a son of Joseph D. and Eliza
beth (Ratcliffe) York, the former a 
native of Brown County, Ohio, and 
the latter of \Vayne County, Virginia, 
now \Vest Virginia. 

John Y. York received his edu
cation in the common and subscription 
schools of this locality, and early in 
life engaged in the lumber business, 
which he has since followed with an 
abundance of success. He is also in
terested in various other enterprises, 
among them a mercantile business at 
Yorkville. He owns and operates a 
farm of 300 acres and in all owns 
about 1,500 acres of land. During 
President Harrison's administration, a 

post office was established at Yorkville 
and for some time our subject served 
as postmaster. They have two mail., 

a day and the Korfolk & \Vestern 

Railway Company contemplates the 
construction of an extension to the 
town, which will make Yorkville one 

of the best little towns of \Vest Vir

ginia. )lr. York is a stanth Republi
can in politics, and has sen'ed as 
County Commissioner and in the State 
Senate, where he has most ably repre
sented his constituents. 
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John Y. Yurk was marrieel in I R6(} 
to Fanny Keysor, by whom he had II 

children. He formed a sewne! matri

monial alliance. with Celeste Parsley. 

by whom he has three children. Fra

ternally. he is a member of Fort Gay 

Lodge. Xo. SH. .\. F. & .\. ),1.; Chapter 

:\'0. ~8. R. .-\. ),1.; and is a member of 

the Knights of Pythias. 

HON. T, C. DAVIS, 

1I0~. T. C. D.\ \·IS. mel1lh~r of 

the \\"est \'irginia House of Delegates 

frum Pleasants County. anll post

ma..;ter at \\·asp. was horn Decemher 

25. 1~-l3. in :\"lhle COllnty. Ohio. anll 
is a ,,<In oj Is.ac all' I Eliza (\\"illiam
~Iln) I)a\'is. allll a gran«is11n of Jesse 

D:l\'is. a Re\'olutiollary sol,lier. Both 

gralHlfather allll father \\'ere horn in 
:.10 

Virginia, and the latter died in )'larch. 

1875. aged 98 years. The mother uf 
our subject was born in 1830, in 
\\"ashington County, Ohiu, ane\ died 

in 1852, when her son, our suhject. 

was nine years ul<l. The Da\'is family 
is of German extractiun. 

),f r. Da \'is is known as one uf the 

leading farmers of Pleasants Cuunty. 

There he owns a fine stock and grain 

producing farm of 200 acres. which 

ranks with the best estates in the 

county. He has taken an acti\'e part 

in politics for a number of years and 

has held many responsible position~ 

prior to his election tu the House, in 

1<)02. He has been secretary of the 

Hoard of Education. township clerk, 

school trustee and justice uf the peace. 

For four years he was a member of 

the County Court. making le\'ies anti 

trying nearly all the cases which now 

gil to the Circuit Court. lie is an 
anlent Repuhlican and in I&)X was 

appointeel postmaster at \\"asp. hy the 

late President ),fc Kinley. 

In I X(I() ),1 r. Da\'is marne!\ Jennil' 
(;orrell. who. at cleath left two chil

dren. In IXXo )'Ir. Da\'ies marriecl 

again: the three children of the SCCOIl! i 

union (Iiec! in infancy. He is a man 

of quiet manner ;~n<l has not m:tcie 

him.;elf conspicuous in the proC'ceciings 

of the HI'lIse. hut has kept in cln..;e 
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touch with all legislation and has been 
a faithful and consistent a<h'ocate of 
all the interests of his constituents and 
a careful and conservative adviser on 
party meast:res, 

HON. RAY V. CHIDESTER. 

HO~. R.\ Y V, CHIDESTER. 
memher of the \\"est \'irginia House 
of Delegate~ from Lewis County, was 
born in \\"eston, Lewis County, De
cemher 4. IRiS, and is a son of \Vell
ingtoll \'. and ~lary (Linger) Chides
ter. hoth nati\'es of that part of \\'est 
Virginia. 

Phineas \\'. Chidester. a Scotch
man hy hirth. the gralllifather of our 
suhject. came to America ahout 18 q. 

settled in l~ pshur County. Virginia. 
and there became a prominent agricul
turist. To him and his estimable wi fe 
were born six children. They were 
Seceders in religious faith. 

\Vellington V. Chidester was a 
fanner in early life. but later became 
a merchant and conducted a prosper
ous business for a number of years. 
but is now living a retired life. The 
six sur\"i\'ing children of the family 
of 12 born to \\' ellington V. Chides
ter and his wife. :\Iary Linger, are: 
:\1 rs. Sarah J. Rittenhouse; Layne B. ; 
:\Irs. Fannie F. :\lcCray; John C.; 
and Frank P. 

Ray V. Chidester, the subject of 
this sketch. was primarily educated in 
the common schools of Lewis County 
and later attended the \\'est Virgini:l 
Conference Seminary at Buckhannon. 
three years later leaving that institu· 
tion to enter the Fairmont State :\or
mal School. where he was graduated 
in the class of 1894. Later he at
tended the ~I ountain State Business 
College at Parkersburg, taking a full 
business course, and then began hi" 
reading of the law under Hon. . \n
drew Edmiston. of \\' eston. He was 
a<lmittell to the bar of Lewis County 
in 1900. locate'd at \\'eston and has 
been successfully engaged in the prac
tice of his profession ever since. mak-
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and Sally, who is principal of the Buf
fington school at Huntington. 

Capt. Thomas \Vest Peyton, the 
third of the name in succession, gradu
ated at ~larshall College, Huntington. 

in 1877, prior to completing his 17th 
year. He then entertd the law office 
of Gibson & Lane, where he studied 
until he reached his majority and suc
cessfully passed the examination of 
the judges and was admitted to the bJ.r 
in 1881. Captain Peyton commenced 
practice at once, and during his first 
partnership with Captain Gibson in 
1884 was elected by the Democrats to 
a six-years term as Circuit clerk of 

Cabell County. In 189£, he formed a 
partnership with james :\larcu111, which 

continued until 1894 and in 1 899 h~ 
entered into his present partnershil 
with .\. V. Perkinson. The insuranc: 
partnership. which includes :\layor H, 
C. Conlon. was formed later and i~ 

one of the leading husiness enterprise~ 
in that line in the city. In 1889 Capt
ain Peyton entere<1 the \Yest Virginia 
::\atil)na\ (;uan\s. wa~ captain of Com

pany I. 2n<1 Reg-iment. \Yest Virginia 
!\ational Cuards. bllt resigned in 1894. 

Captain Peyton married a d,lt1ghter 
of :\T. Hm'ey and a g-randclallghler of 
ThollJas Thornhurg. the latter of whol1l 
was a pi'lIleer alH\ prominent resi<1ent 
of Cahell County. sen'ed in the Vir-

ginia Legislature and was a member 
of the Secession COI1\'ention of 1861. 
:\1 rs. Peyton died in 1902, and the four 
children of this union, three sons and 
one daughter, reside with their grand
parents at Barhours\'iIIe, the eldest son 
bearing the name of Thomas \Vest. 
Captain Peyton is a ~lason of high de
gree allll is past master, past high 
priest. and past eminent commander in 
the order. 

JOHN MASON PRICE. 

jOll X :\1. \SOX PRICE. ex
deputy sheriff of Greenbrier County. 
ex-maylJr al1<1 a prominent citizen oj 
I{f)nce\'erte. \ Y cst Virginia. was j,,,rtl 

in {;reenhrier County. Virg-inia. now 

\\'est \'irg-inia. Octoher i. IS.H. IIi" 
parents were jacoh and :\Iary Brc)wtl 
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politics. He has been one of Ron
ce\'erte's prominent and popular citi
zens and served the city for nine years 
as mayor. For 42 years he has been 
a )'Iason, entering the order in 0reen

brier Lodge at Lewisburg. in 1862, 

and is a charter member of both the 

blue lodge and Chapter Xo. 47, R. :\. 
).1.. at Ronce\·erte. He was one of the 
promoters of the Ronceverte Kational 
Bank. and has been one of the directors 
ever since its organization. I n re
ligious belief ),1 r. Price is a Preshy
terian. 

HON. WILLIAM GUY BROWN. 

and legislator, and a most "enerated 
resident of Kingswood. Preston Coun
ty, West Virginia. originated in the 
vicinity of Edinburg. Scotland. and 
was founded in northwestern \'irginia 

by James Brown, in 1790, 
William Guy Brown. the fourth 

son of James Brown. and suhject of 
this narrative. was horn September 25, 
1800. At the age of Z2 years he began 
the study of law, with Oliver Phelps 

and Joseph H. Samuels, of Parkers
burg. and was admitted to the bar of 
Preston County, in 1X23. )'lr. Brown 
almost immediately entered politics, 
finding in puhlic life a congenial field. 
He was elected prosecuting attorney 
of the county amI sen'ed a numher of 
years a<; such. until 1832. He was a 
stanch adherent of :\ ndrew Jackson 
and ardently supported him three 
times for the Presidency. )'Ir, Brown 

hecame the candidate of his party and 
was elected to the (;eneral . \ssemhly 
of Virginia. an<l sen'ed with dis

tinction in I X32 an(1 in 1 R+0-41-42-43 ; 

and in I ~4S was elected to C.lllg-ress. 
He was one oi the first to raise his 
\'(lice in favor of the war with :\Iexico 
and contrihuted time and means tn as-

H 0 X, \\'1 L L I ,\:\1 G lO Y sist in its successful and honorahle 
B R 0 \\' X.-The branch of the 

Brown family from which descended 
the late \\'illiam (~uy Brown. lawyer 

consummation. In 1847 he was re
elected to Congress and in I X:;o was a 
delegate to the Virginia Constitutional 

.. 
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received the commission of aide-de

camp with the rank of colonel, on the 
staff of Governor A. B. White. 

Mr. Paull is a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church, in which he is 
an elder. He has been one of the di
rectors of the Young :\Ien's Christian 
. \ssociation ·since its organization. He 
is director and chairman of the execu
ti\'e committee of the City Hospital, 
with which he has been associated since 
its organization. He is also a member 

of the Board of Trade. 

FRANCIS B. BURK. 

FR.\XCIS B. BeRK, city at

torney of Parkersburg, \Vest Vir
ginia, was born Fehruary I I, 1862, 
in \Yood County, \Vest Virginia, and 

he is a son of R. H. and Eliza J. 
(Davis) Burk. His grandfather, 
David B. Burke, was born July 10, 

1786, and died April 13, 1883; he was 
a stanch Whig. 

R. H. Burk was born near Steu
bem'ille, Ohio, December 16, 1828 . 

In October, 1839, he accompanied hi;; 
uncle, \Villiam Hunter, to \Vood 
County, and the latter located near 
\Vaverly, li\'ing there many years, but 
dying in Parkersburg. At the age oi 

2.3, R. H. Burk married Eliza J. Da\'is, 
who was also reared near Steuben
ville, Ohio. She died in 1862, leaving 
four children, namely: \Villiam X., a 
general merchant at Ra\'enswood, 
West Virginia, who died at the age of 

40 years; James I I., a jeweler by trade, 
who is now filling the office of assist
ant to the chief deputy collector of in
ternal re\'enue, at Parkersburg: :\Iary 
J., who is the wife of J. D. ~IcKibben, 
a farmer of \\~oOll County; and Fran

cis B., who was an infant at the time 
of his mother's death. The second 

marriage of R. H. Burk was to .\nna 
B. Eppelein, who was born in thi ... 

State. :\Ir. Burk is engaged in farm
ing and stock raising near Parkers

hurg. He was very actively interested 
in politics, about the time of the pro
posed statehood of \Vest Virginia and 

attended several cOlH'entions at \Vheel-
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The parents are sun'ived by fi"e of 
their seven children. 

Dr. G. \V. Adams recei"ed his 
education in the common and select 
schools of Cabell County and was 
also given pri"ate instruction. He 
read medicine with Dr. E. F. Buffing
ton, of Huntington, \\'est Virginia, 
for about two years and then entered 
Louisville ~Iedical College and later 
the College of Physicians and Sur
geons, Cincinnati, graduating there in 
1889, with the degree of M. D. He 
practiced for two years in \Vayne 
County, \Vest Virginia, and then went 
to Kentucky for a year, returning 
then to Cabell County, \Vest Virginia, 
and locating in Barbours,·iIIe. Dr. 
Adams has hecome prominent in his 
profession, his superior skill and care
ful treatment ha\'ing heen shown on 
many occasions. 

In 1878 Dr. Adams married Ada 
Huff. who was born in the Valley of 
Virginia, and a family of six children 
has been born to this union, viz: Frank, 
Fred. Harry, Blandon. Florence. de
ceased. and Dewey. Politically, Dr. 
:\dams is affiliated with the Repuhli
can party. He is an Odd Fellow and 
a member of the Tri-State :\Iedical 
Society of West Virginia. Kentucky 
and Ohio. and of the American Medi
cal Association. 

OEN. N. S. BURLEW. 

GEN. K. S. BCRLE\\', one of the 
substantial and representative citizens 
of Charleston, West Virginia, a lead
ing hardware merchant and part 
owner of the Burlew Opera House, 
was born August 20, 1846, in Seneca 
County, Kew York, and is a son of 
James and Sophia (Wood) Burlew, 
both of whom are nath'es of Xew 

Jersey. 
General Burlew was educated in 

the common schools of New York and 
Xew Jersey, and in young manhood 
learned dentistry, which profession he 
practiced about seven years, at Cnion 
Springs, Kew York. In 1873 he lo
cated in Charleston. Kanawha County. 
and engaged in the lumber business, 
conducting the same in that locality 
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for three years. He was then ap
pointed assistant Cnited States mar
shal. under ~Iarshal De Vall. and re
mained in office two ye:lrs. resigning 
the posjtion then in order to embark 
in the hardware husiness in Charles
ton. a good opening presenting itself 
at that time. General Burlew has 
given Charleston a first-class store. 
carrying ewry line of hardware goods 
anI) specialties. and has made that city 
a center for that line of trade in the 
central section of the State. In ad
dition. he is part owner and the man
ager of the Burlew Opera House, is 
presi1lent of the Daily ~Iail Publishing 
Company. and "ice-president of the 
South Side I mprO\'ement C< 11l1pany. 

In 1Rfi3 General Burlew enliste(1 
for service in the \ \' ar of the Rebellioll 
in Company C. l20th Reg .. Xe\\' York 
Vol. Inf.. in which he served two years. 
. \t 11 arper's Ferry he was made a 
prisoner although he was SOOIl p:lroled. 

conviction. our suhject is a stanch Re
publican. Fraternally he is prominent 
in the different branches of ~Iasonry, 
belonging to hlue lodge, chapter, com
mandery. and Beni-Kedem Temple, of 
the ~rystic Shrine. 

GARVEY LEONARD COPELAND. M_ D . 

(i_\I{V EY LEOX :\l{D COPE-

During George \\'. .\tkinslln·s ad- L.\XD. ~1. 1> .. a successful me(lical 

ministration. he sen-ed as colonel on 
his staff and later as general 011 thc 
staff of (iowrnor .\. B. \\'hite. 

r n I XX7 (ieneral Burlew was mar
ried to Elizaheth Rand. who is :1 

daughter of \\'il\iam Rand and a de
scendant of an old \'irginia family. 
She is a member of the ~rethodist 

Episcopal Church. South. In political 

practitioner at Parsons. Tucker Coun
ty. \\' est Yirginia. was horn in I Xi 4. 

ill Forrest County. l'e:msyh-ania. an:l 
i" a son of Daniel F. an(1 Rachel 
( Connely) Copelan(\. both of whom 
were al~C) born ill Forrest Coullty. 

Daniel F. Copeland. the father of 
our sUhject. was born in 1X45. and 
follows the trade of mi1\wright. In 
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politics h 
ject's mo 

lcan. Our Sl 

n 111 1847. 
the paren five children, 
three sons ghters. 

Dr. Copeland was given an excel
lent common school education and com
pleted his medical course at the Uni
versity College of Medicine, at Rich-
mom\, Vi 
of three) 

I, after a s 
ated at Pars 

and his surgical abil 
ha ,'e brot prominence 
only with the public, but also with the 
profession. 

On January I, 1903, Dr. Cope
land was united in marriage with Cora 
Graham" who was born in Denver 
Colorado. land is a me 
ber of the hurch. 

CEO WEST, M. 
a practicing physician at Parsons, 
Tucker County, \Vest Virginia, was 
born in Turkey, in 1867, and is a son 
of Dr. Henry S. and Lottie (Tontz) 
\Vest. 

Dr. H t. who was bo 
m New 1. 
an emmet 

ringhamton. , 
f that city, a 

was select 1erican Board 
Foreign Missions, connected with thl! 
Presbyterian Church, as one of its rep
resentative physicians in the Turkish 
field. In 1859 he assumed the duties 

position an 
them until hi 

"lge of 49 ye 

per-

876, 
his 

e in the C' nit was 
politically identified with the Republi
can party. In religious faith he was a 
Presbyterian. The mother of our sub
ject was born in 1838 near Bingham-

\' York, and s 1ak-
home with h e S. 
consistent a mber 

resbyterian C ons. 
Dr. George Silas \\ est was one of 

a family of seven children, consisting 
of fi"e sons and two daughters. He 
came to the Vnited States at the age of 
nine years, after his father's death in 

His higher e sec-
Princeton C e he 

duated in 1 B90 
n at the C'niv 

(lical 
1syl-

"ania at Philadephia, which institution 
he entered in 1893 and was graduated 
in 1897. From the latter date to 1899 
he was assistant to Dr. O. H. Huff-

In 1899 he . dual 
at Springfiel inia, 

1e remained vhen 
ed an office a here 
ilding up a la ative 

practice. Dr. \Vest keeps in touch 
with medical movements and discover
ies all over the world, and belongs to 
the Tri-State :Medical Society of West 
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Virginia. Kentucky and Ohio. and is 
also a member of the Tucker County 
:\Iedical Society. He is the examiner 
for a number of life insurance com

pames. 
Although Dr. \\'est was nine year~ 

of age before he ever saw the .-\meri
can home of his parents. he is a good 
American in every fiber. and. like his 
father. is identified with the Republi
can party. His religious connection 
is with the Preshyterian Church. 

HENRY DRURV HATFIELD. M. D. 

HEXRY DRl'RY II.\TFIELD, 
:\f. D. Eckman. :\IcDowell County. 
has in Dr. llatfield a physician and 
surgeon of marked ability and thor
ough professional education. He has 

heen a resident of that place since lyo<>. 

Dr. Hatfield was born in J872 at Lo
gan Court House. Logan County. 
\\' est Virginia. and is a son of Elias 
and Elizaheth ( Chaffins) HatfiehI. 
both natiYes of Logan County. 

Elias Hatfield was horn in IRp at 
Logan Court House and still resides 
there. He sen'ed through the Ci"il 
\rar under Col. A. G. Greenway. and 
had an excellent record. In politics 
he is a Democrat and fraternally he is 
an Odd Fellow. Both he and his wife 
are members of the Baptist Church. 
The mother of Dr. IIattield was horn 

in J K~5. Four sons and one daugh
ter were horn to our suhject's parents. 
namdy: (ireenway \\',. sheriff of :\Iin
go County. \\'est \'irginia; \rayne! 
\\',. a prominent physician at Chicago. 
lIIinois; an infant deceased: Edna. and 
Henry Drury. our suhject. 

nr. Hatfield ohtained his education 
in the common schools at Logan Court 
House and at Franklin College; the 
latter institution he entered at the age 
of 1 () years and graduated from it four 
years later. having completell the sci
entific course. In IRI)O he entered the 
L~niversity of Kentucky at Louis
ville. anll in I &)J graduated in med
icine and surgery. He located for 
practice at :\Iatewan. :\Iingo Coullty. 
\\'est \'irginia. all1l remained there 
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four years. as division surgeon for the 
Korfolk & Western Railway. He 
then located at Eckman. }IcDowell 
County, where he has become inter
ested in various business enterprises 
and has become well known and appre
ciated as an able practitioner. He has 
takcn four post-graduate courses at 
the ~ ew York Polyclinic; one at the 
New York Post-Graduate; one at the 
Philadelphia Polyclinic and belongs to 
the various medical associations of the 
State of West Virginia. He occupies 
many very responsible positions; is 
president of the West Virginia Min
er's Hospital, No. I, at Welch, being 
at present surgeon in chief; a member 
oi the International Association of 
Railway Surgeons; local surgeon for 
the Norfolk & Western Railway; 
physician and surgeon for the Pulaski 
Iron Cor;npany; physician and surgeon 
for the Empire Coal & Coke Com
pany; physician and surgeon for the 
Bnttol1l Creek Coal & Coke Company; 
alld occupies a similar relation to the 
Ticle Water and the Big Four Coal & 

Cokc companies. 
On }[arch 27. lRC)5, Dr. Hatfieltl 

was united in marriage to South Car
olina Bronson. who was born in Ken
ttlcky. They have a little daughter, 
II aze\. 1\1 rs. Hatfield is a member of 
the ~lethocJist Church. Fraternally 

the Doctor is connected with the ad
vanced Masonic bodies, the Elks and 
the Odd Fellows. 

CHARLES A. SMITH. 

CH.-\RLES A S:\llTH, an at
torncy-at-Iaw of Parkersburg. whose 
portrait accompanies this sketch, has 
heen a member of the \Yoocl County 
bar since ] 895. His untiring efforts 
have btlilt up a large and lucrative 
practice which has every promise of 
future permanency. He was born 
February q. 186<), St. Valentine's 
Day. in Wood County. West Virginia. 
al1(\ is a son of Benjamin Smith ami 
grandson of H ilander S111ith. 

H ilander Smith rel11O\'ecl with a 
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D. LAYDEN. 

D. L.\YDE:-\. o::e of the oLlest 

residents and :l prOlr.inent and sub

stantial citizen of ~lari11et. Katnwln 

County, \Vest Virginia. hr;-e1y inter

ested in C0:11 den:loping" and other e;l

terprises. was horn in 1844 in I rdand. 

He is a S()11 of Dominic Lyme anI 

Bridget (Hagerty) Layde:1. both of 
whom spent their lives in Irebn(1. 

In his own home our subject w:s 

thoroughly edl:c:1ted by his mother. 

who was a woman of superior qu:lifi

cations. and by her was LllIght the I 

languages. which for some years 

brought him large means and ample 

chance to visit almost all parts of the 

world. Through her instruction he 

was able to fill the position of inter-

preter for a firm that de:11t in ottle :ttlel 

in his line of work he visited 17 d:ffer

ent countries. including Austr::lia. th~ 

\Yest Indies, .-\merin. South .-\fr:c 1 

and . \sia. ~1 r. Layden Sl>elks se';e!l 

different languages. 

On :\pril 13. IR63. ~lr. L1y;le:1 

hmied in the city of :-\ew York awl 

for some time was loc:1ted at Scra:1:on. 

Pennsylvania. In 1865 he scttled a~ 

:'o.la\c\en. on the Kanawha River. i:l 

\\'est Virginia. and in 1870 he moved 

to Brownstown. a town that is now 

known ~s ~larn:et . In 1867 he 

tro\"ed to Charleston whcre he e:1-

gJ.ged in merchandising. Later whe:l 

he Ion ted at ~1 armet there \\'er~ 

but nine hOllse.'; in the villa:~e and t'l.~ 

one store was kept by Henry P. CI 'r:.~. 
r n 1870 he emlnrked t~lere in :1 ge:1er . j 

lrercantile business an(1 h::s he·::n int'r

e.,te<1 in aln~ost all of the lelding 1m .

i:le,;s enterprises of the phc~. He is a 
\'cry 11rge l:l11d owner and Ins dellt 

hrgely in the san~e and for the pJ.s~ 2) 

years has operated his O',\'n C(111 n~i:~e'. 

~fr. Layden is the large:;t tax p'yer 

in the town which he has so I11Jteri111y 

helped to develop. \Yhen he went 

there. almost as a pioneer. the Ches1-

peake & Ohio Railway had not b:e:1 

commenced. 

In 1870 ~Ir. Layden was u:lited i!l 

marriage with :\Iary Higgins. who \\,3" 
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born in Alleghany County, Virginia, 
and 10 childrea have been born to 
them. nine of whom still survive. :\lr. 
Layden is widely known and most 
highly t>steemeel. In politics he Ins al
ways heen a Democrat. 

IRA CLAY HICKS. M. D. 

ll{.\ CL.-\ Y HICKS, ~I. D., a 
prominent physician and surgeon of 
Hurricane, Putnam County, \Vest Vir
ginia, was horn in that county in June, 
1~68, amI is a son of B. D. and Selina 
( Hanshaw) Hicks. 

B. D. Hicks is a substantial farmer 
now residing" near \\"infidel. in Put
nam County. In political belief he is 
a Republican. I Ie has been a memher 
from early youth of the ~Iethodist 

Church, of which his "'wife was also a 
memher. ~Irs. Hicks passed away 
January 9, 1895, aged 46 years. There 
were 10 children horn to the parents 
of our subject, the nine sun'ivors be

ing: Dr. 1. Clay; W. K.; Dr. W. D.; 
Irene; Dr. Charles F.; James 0.. a 
medical student; Oliver E.; ~Iarietta: 
and 1. R. L. 

Dr. ha Clay Hicks was educated 
in the common and select schools of 
Putnam County and in ~Iarshall Col· 
lege, and then was engaged in teach
ing school for about six years. The 
last teacher's certificate that he se· 
cured was the best given in the county. 
being based on the general average of 
100 per cent. that he secured in the 
teachers' examinations. He also acte(l 
for a short time as hookkeeper and 
postmaster at Lorraine, \\' est Yir
ginia. He had. howewr, decided upon 
a mCllical career and had prepare, I for 
me;lical college hy a year's reading un
der the able instruction of Dr. :\. ~L 
Spangler. of Winifrede, \\"est "ir· 
ginia. In 1893 he entered the College 
of Physicians and Surgeons at Balti
more. ~raryland, and after taking two 
c()ur~es of lectures, passed the exami
nation of the State Board in 1~5, 

and 10cate(1 at Hurricane. Putnam 
County, which has been his field of 
practice enr since. After practicing 




